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 We’ve got the moves  University challenge  Making the headlines
Ravensfield Primary School danc-
ers are celebrating amazing suc-
cess at the Urban Extreme Dance 
Festival held at Copley.

Ravensfield pupils are already preparing 
for university after finding out about the 
Children’s university scheme. Find out how 
their studies are going.

Ravensfield Primary Newspaper Club 
members found out how to make their 
very own school paper following a trio to 
the Tameside Reporter offices.
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Our Mission Statement Learning, achieving and succeeding together. 

As part of parliament week, the children at 
Ravensfield learned all about democracy 
through a whole school mayor election.

The pupils gained an important under-
standing of the right to vote, the history 

of parliament and having your voice heard. 
All children had the opportunity to vote 
in our school polling station and even our 
Year 6’s, who were away on a residential 
trip, voted through  a postal vote. 

The victorious candidate was an-
nounced as Kirsty (Year 5). In assembly, 
she was awarded her new, exciting role by 
the real  Mayor of Tameside. 

Kirsty, 10, said: “I am so thankful to all 

the children that voted for me, I can’t wait 
to get started in my new role!”

Let’s see what the future holds for our 
new school mayor, will she keep her prom-
ises? Read more inside...

Our first mayor
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The Civic Mayor of Tameside Cllr 
Leigh Drennan visited Ravensfield 
Primary during Parliament Week, on 
Friday, November 8th.

The children took part in some 
activities and discussions to learn 
about how our country is governed.

To help the children understand the 
election process, we held a mayoral 
election of our own on the last Friday 
of term. 

The polling station was Class 
11, our Year 4 school councillors 
worked as ‘democratic officers’ while 

members of the Newspaper Club 
attended to act as the press. 

Seven candidates from the Year 5 
and Year 6 school councillors chose 
to stand. 

They each gave a short speech in 
assembly and then the voting began. 

Each candidate did an excellent 
job, but the candidate with the most 
votes was Kirsty. She then took part 
as the Junior Mayor in an assembly 
on Friday, November 8th with this 
assembly being hosted by the Civic 
Mayor of Tameside.

I am so delighted by the 
enthusiasm and interest our 
collaboration with the Tame-
side Reporter has brought to 
our children. 

I feel sure that we have 
future journalists, editors and 
media stars here at Ravensfield 
Primary School. We are so 
grateful to the Reporter for this 
wonderful opportunity. 

Our children have been 
able to see first hand how a 
newspaper is put together, from 
the articles written to ‘going to 
press.’ 

I would also like to thank 
two of our wonderful teach-
ers, Miss Cartwright and Mrs 
Keary, who have made this trip 
possible and who set up our 
very successful ‘newspaper 
club’ at school. 

Thank you and well done to 
all involved. I look forward to 
reading more of your articles!

Kirsty elected as our mayor

HEADTEACHER: 
Karen Leyland.

Well done
to everyone

Many of our Year 6 children took part in a three-day 
residential just before the school holidays. This year 
we visited Ghyll Head on Lake Windermere. This 
was a fabulous site with great outdoor facilities 
and stunning scenery. The weather was kind and 
the instructors were fabulous. Children took part 
in canoeing on the lake, zip wire, night walks, ghyll 
scrambling and hill walking. Their enthusiasm 
and willingness to take part in new activities 
was incredible. They made the teachers 
and instructors very proud.

Year 6 Residential

Anti-Bullying Week 
11th-15th 
November ‘Change 
Starts With Us’
The inspector who visited school noted that at 
Ravensfield ‘bullying is rare and dealt with seriously’. 
Our work in looking after children and how they 
relate to each other goes on throughout the whole 
year. Our consistent aim is for children to be happy 
and respectful to all in school. Our school rules are 
central to this; they were written to ensure that our 
children take responsibility for their own behaviour 
and build mutual trust with others. I would like to 
thank parents for their support in keeping each of our 
school rules.

The event, which is held annually at Copley Leisure 
Centre, Stalybridge, saw 19 schools from key stage one 

and key stage two battle it out to become the best in 
the borough.

Pupils were cheered on by hundreds of parents 
and also observed by notable figures, including 
Jane Wood, who is a dance teacher at TCA 
Tycoons Cheer and Dance Academy, and 
Sammy Jo-Hadfield, director at Blaze Street 
Dance Academy, Ashton.

Despite a number of impressive performances 
from every school, only two could be crowned 

champions of their respective age groups. 
Ravensfield Primary School, Dukinfield, took 

the key stage one prize, while Micklehurst All Saints 
Primary School, Ashton, took the key stage two prize.

Following the event, Active Tameside’s Gavin Browne 
spoke to the Tameside Reporter and said he was impressed 
with the quality on offer. “It’s been a really good day with 
19 schools taking part, so there was a really good input 
from Tameside schools and I think the DJ really helped to 
liven things up as well.

“More preparation goes into putting on events like this 
than I realised. I’ve taken over from one of our other dance 
coaches, Leanne, who is currently on maternity leave. It 
takes a lot of organisation to get all the teams ready for the 
event, so my thanks go to the team at Active Tameside for 
making sure that happens.”

Pupils can now look forward to showcasing their skills 
in the cheerleading competition in June 2020.

Tameside primary school pupils 
showed they’ve got the moves at the 
Urban Extreme Dance Festival.

Did you 
know...

The first female Lord 
Mayor of London was 

former nurse Dame Mary 
Donaldson, who served 

from 1983-84.

Did you 
know...

Lake Windermere
 is the largest natural 

lake in England



On the 25th and 26th 
September an Ofsted school 
inspector came to visit our 
school to decide if our school 
was a good school. Teachers 
and staff were nervous but very 
eager to show the inspector 
what Ravensfield had to offer.

 During the visit , the inspector  
walked  around  the  school , and  
watched  teaching  and learning  in 
some classes  and he  chatted  to 
students  and  members  of  staff  .  
He even spoke to members of the 
Ravensfield   newspaper club! All 
the children were polite and well-
mannered and excited to share 
their learning with the inspector. 
We asked Miss Leyland what 
she thought about our recent 
inspection. She said that she was 
very excited to show the Ofsted 
inspector the wonderful things 
that happen at Ravensfield.

The inspector decided that 
our school is a ‘good’ school. He 
reported that Ravensfield is a 
happy, calm, secure school where 
pupils enjoy their lessons. Miss 
Leyland was delighted with the 
result and felt that the inspector 
had been very fair.

Everybody at school was really 
proud of themselves for all of their 
hard work and achievements. We 
will continue to keep up the good 
work!
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Last half term, Ravensfield became part 
of the Children’s university scheme. 
Our school became part of Children’s 
university to encourage children to 
take part in new experiences and try 
something that they hadn’t tried before.

Children’s university is a national 

programme that encourages children to 
access learning beyond school lesson 
time and to give children recognition for 
their commitment to enhancing their own 
learning. 

It encourages children to take part 
in a wide range of activities out of the 

classroom and school environment. 
At Ravensfield, children can earn 

credits by attending clubs in and out 
of school. They can also earn credits 
by completing challenges set by the 
children’s university- like the autumn 
challenge!

When children earn 30 credits, they are 
invited to a children university graduation 
which is actually held at a real life 
university! All the children at Ravensfield 
are very excited and eager to earn lots of 
credits and hopefully attend a graduation 
ceremony in the near future.

Children’s University

Ofsted inspect Ravensfield

• Ravensfield School

Did you 
know...

The University of
 Oxford is the oldest 

university in the 
English-speaking 

world
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Ravensfield makes the headlines

A team of budding young reporters  
got plenty of hands-on experience 
when they visited the Tameside Re-
porter and Radio offices!

The newspaper club at Ravensfield 
Primary School in Dukinfield paid a 
visit to find out how papers are made, 
starting with a whistle-stop tour 
throughout all the departments: adver-
tising, production, editorial and radio. 

The youngsters were brimming 
with questions - rightfully grilling our 
team to discover what they get up to 

in order to create a weekly paper - and 
were shown how the paper was made 
50 years ago by Glossop Chronicle 
editor David Jones. 

The children were then treated to a 
masterclass in production with Jackie 
McConnell, who showed them how 
each page and advert is painstakingly 
designed - making a stark contrast to 
the black and white layouts of yester-
year. 

They went on to learn all about 
writing bulletins for the radio and for 

camera, and how it differs from tradi-
tional newspaper reports. 

The pupils took to the task like 
ducks to water, writing about their 
own school elections in the style of a 
BBC teatime bulletin before heading 
to our studio to film them in front of a 
greenscreen. 

They perfected the presenter ‘paper 
shuffle’ too! 

The day finished with a trip to the 
radio studios where the club met our 
very own breakfast presenter James 

O’Malley, who showed 
them the ropes when it 
comes to entertaining 
and informing the pub-
lic on the airwaves. 

The club also got 
a shout-out on Sarah 
Hall’s show. 

The Tameside Reporter 
and Radio team loved hav-
ing the club, and have no 
doubt that we will be seeing 
their bylines in the near future! 


