
 

 

Week Beginning 20th July 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

We thought it might be useful to share with you the things that are being delivered at school, and the time we 

are allocating to do this.  Whilst we know that you are doing a phenomenal job we thought that you might find 

some additional guidance supportive as we enter our 12th week.  

All of the activities referred to can be found on the Nursery and EYFS sections of our website.  

Within school we will be following the theme of All about the Sea and Can you tell me a story as we have 

boundless resources for this in school, however please do not feel that you have to stick rigidly to this theme.  

Please continue to use whatever resources you have at home to support Storytelling.   

As always please know that you can contact any of the Nursery and EYFS teachers via email to ask us questions 

and advice.  The emails are 

Ms Morgan nursery@ravensfield.tameside.sch.uk  

Mrs Taylor-Stott receptionred@ravensfield.tameside.sch.uk   

Mr Al-Ali receptiongreen@ravensfield.tameside.sch.uk   
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Additional helpful advice 

Your role as ‘parent’ has changed considerably and we commend every one of you for your valiant efforts so far. Here are some brief, yet powerfully important points that should help you 

understand your children’s development at this age. Remember *you can ALWAYS email to ask questions – you are not alone!* 

 

Literacy 

Children learn best in literacy when stories can be brought to life as much as possible. At home, books will be hard to come by in most households – never forget how powerful a home-made story 

can be. A link below allows you to access some superb books and stories for free!! 

In school, we would read a story each day (the same one can be read all week!) and then an activity with a focus would then last no longer than 20 minutes (examples of what activity is uploaded 

each week in the timetables shown earlier in this document). 

All the groovy extra add-ons that get the green light from us are:  

 Writing with your child (ask them to tell you a sentence, you write it on a strip of paper, then cut it up into smaller words as you both read it back together!) 

 Recall stories (ask your children to tell you what they can remember happening – in order as best as they can) 

 Role playing stories with props (remember the best props are when children use their imagination to turn empty amazon boxes into wonderlands) 

 Counting words in the title 

 REPEAT THAT STORY! You ideally want your child/ren to fill in missing gaps that you set up for them in the story e.g. and the Big Bad Wolf said “….” 

 Can your story be enhanced outside? 

 Praise, praise and praise any attempt they make. We reward effort in school, not outcome! Love of the learning process trumps all! 

 The words your children right do not need to necessarily be spelt correctly, but should make sense for what sounds they know. 

 

Maths 

Children in the early years can not only benefit hugely from the skills that come alongside problem-solving and reasoning – but they often love the challenges. In Nursery, we’d love children to 

master 0-5, and in Reception – 0-20. The idea is getting children so overwhelmingly familiar with numbers that they know everything about it. The temptation will always be to go beyond 20 but 

this is absolutely not necessary. They ideally need to repeat simple steps in lots of different ways e.g. “Hmm.. I wonder how many spoons we will need for dinner?” If they can answer, ask them 

to show you how many fingers that is. Great, “Now show me with your finger what one more/one less than that is? These activities help build a robust understanding of number so that they are 

better equipped when starting the National Curriculum. 

All the groovy extra add-ons that get the green light from us are:  

 Dice-based games (and maybe flash cards of dots to do quick on the spot challenges) 

 Counting happens all the time anyway; get your children to join in with shopping, counting laundry out of the basket, shapes of plates and pans, doors and windows 

 Outdoor opportunities e.g. hop-scotch, solving problems (Batman is stuck in a tree, how do we get him down) 

 Highlight all the numbers in your house as these are special e.g. door number, 5 a day, clock numbers, 

 Compare number to value (so, if they see “2”, show it me what it  would look like with fingers/any repeat object/jumps/claps/leaves 

 Ask your child: “convince me your correct”/ “show me how you know” 

 

Phonics in Reception  

Please continue to look at all the advice on phonics from the Ruth Miskin sight. Phonics is the core-essential part of your child/ren’s reading development. Short, daily sessions are advised as the 

ultimate goal is for your child to know these letters and their sounds to a stage where they no longer have to think much, and we can start breaking simple words down and building them back up 

again. The words your children right do not need to necessarily be spelt correctly, but should make sense for what sounds they know. 

 

 



 

One final message: 

 

Teaching your children this year has been an unequivocal pleasure. You will, no doubt, be feeling as disappointed as we are 

that we could not spend the whole year together. 

 

Reception is such an integral year for learning and seeking out understanding as to why and how things happen. The entire 

Reception team think you have all done a pretty incredible job educating the children you care for. Please give yourself a huge 

‘round of a-claws’ or ‘marshmallow clap’ to congratulate yourselves on this daunting, yet fruitful, task. 

 

Mrs Taylor Stott has been very busy recently by starting a very new and exciting journey with her family. I hope you will join 

us in congratulating her and thanking her for inputting monumental levels of effort from home during this difficult period.  

Mr Al-Ali wants you to all know just how grateful it has been to meet all parents and children this year. He will be taking the 

bright shimmering lights that you have all graced us with and will be sharing this with children at a different school. He wants 

you to know he feels blessed and privileged to have spent the preciously short time he did with both classes and knows you will 

‘smash’ your studies in the coming years! 

 

Mr Al-Ali, Mrs Taylor Stott, Mrs Williams, Mrs McCandless, Mrs Kavanagh and Miss Allford would like to remind you all one 

final time that you are proud RAVENSFIELD SUPERSTARS and THAT will NEVER change! Shine bright, stay safe and thank you 

for an amazing, and curiously different, year! 

 

 

 



 

RECEPTION  

Reception Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Final Day Friday – SCHOOL ENDS 

Literacy 

 

Complete Read Write Inc (RWI)  

Activity from reception class 

webpage 

 

Choose an activity to collect 

interesting facts about thoughts 

and feelings about you in ‘Week 7 

Literacy’ 

Complete RWI  Activity from 

reception class webpage 

 

 

Choose an activity to collect 

interesting facts about thoughts 

and feelings about you in ‘Week 

7 Literacy’ 

Complete RWI  Activity from 

reception class webpage 

 

 

Choose an activity to collect 

interesting facts about thoughts 

and feelings about you in ‘Week 

7 Literacy’ 

Complete RWI  Activity from 

reception class webpage 

 

 

Choose an activity to collect 

interesting facts about thoughts and 

feelings about you in ‘Week 7 

Literacy’ 

 

Development Matters Listen to stories with increasing attention and 

recall, to begin to be aware of the way stories are 

structured. To distinguish between the marks 

they make 

Listen to stories with increasing attention and 

recall, to begin to be aware of the way stories 

are structured. To distinguish between the 

marks they make 

Listen to stories with increasing attention and 

recall, to begin to be aware of the way stories 

are structured. To distinguish between the 

marks they make 

To begin to be aware of the way stories are 

structured, to retell a story in the correct order. 

Beginning to understand more complex words and 

their meanings 

 

Maths 

 

Numeral/numicon/subitizing cards  

 

Complete White Rose Activity of. the day 

from the Web page 

 

 Number Track Race 

Children will need a track 1-10. 

Children take turns to say a number 1-3 

and count on 1,2 or 3 as they fill up their 

track with counters.  The first to get  to 

10 wins the game. 

This can also be done outside with chalk.    

 

Numeral/numicon/subitizing cards 

recap. 

Complete White Rose Activity of. the 

day from the Web page 

 

 Don’t say 20 

A game for 2 players. 

On their turn the players choose to 

continue the count with 1,2 or 3 

numbers. The next player continues 

the count.  Eg if player 1 counts 1,2 

the second player could count 3 or 3,4 

or 3,4, 5.  The aim is to avoid saying 

20! 

Numeral/numicon/subitizing cards 

recap. 

Complete White Rose Activity of. the 

day from the Web page 

 

Tower Topple! 

Children take turns to say a number 1-

3 and collect 1,2 or 3 dice to complete 

their tower. Can they count on as they 

add  their bricks? 

How many can they add before the 

tower topples? 

Repeat and explore did they get more 

or less.  How do they know? 

(larger/small number and amount of 

bricks) 

Numeral/numicon/subitizing cards recap. 

Complete White Rose Activity of. the day 

from the Web page 

 

One more, one less 

Use cubes  to build a teen number.  Ask 

child to identify which number you have 

made and discuss what one more/less would 

be. Encourage them to line them up to 

check.  Can they continue beyond 20?  Can 

they spot any patterns? 

 

Development 

Matters 
Number and Place value -Numbers to 20 Number and Place value -Numbers to 

20 

Number and Place value -Numbers to 

20 

Number and Place value -Numbers to 20  

Other: 

Creative, 

KUW,Physical 

Music, 

Investigation  

Shift 3 

 

Make an owl mask. 

 

Can you make a little version of 

yourself out of household items? 

You could use a toilet roll or wooden 

stick and turn it into you using all 

your positive facts! 

Summer time Yoga 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
QIfCALKceOs 

 

Can you draw a picture of your 

favourite memory from your 

time in Reception? 
 

 

 

Waka-Waka Dance! 

 

Earlier this year, we learned African 

dancing and had lots of fun. Heres a 

link to a video we’ve all danced to 

many times! Enjoy! 

 

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=gCzgc_RelBA 

 

Development Matters To explore moving in different ways 

To explore different media and materials 

To retell a familiar story 
 

To explore moving in different ways To talk about likes and dislikes and give 

reasons 
To explore different ways of movement 
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